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THE MAJIKIRI PROJECT

My place. The comforts of being myself.

&2 Partitions create an airy atmosphere and gently connect the inside and the
outside.

Natural wooden fittings have an innate ability to adapt to the changing seasons
and control both humidity and temperature of the room. They are born out of
Japan's climate with four seasons and how people have lived for centuries.
Unlike Western architecture, where unremovable walls serve as spatial dividers,
Japanese partitions are designed to be open in nature, connecting the inside
and the outside in a very gentle manner, allowing wind and other signs of the
outside to pass through. They create separate spaces without dividing them like
walls do, which may be a reflection of the Japanese traditional philosophy of
open spatial design.

A partition creates two distinct spaces, but when opened, it creates a larger
unified space. One partition is enough to secure privacy, and a simple act of
opening it connects us back to the world.

It is through mutual moderation and norm consciousness that we secure our
own "space.”

&1 Privacy is one of our fundamental human rights

World-renowned architect Mr. Shigeru Ban set up partitions made of recycled
cardboard tubes and cloths in a shelter in the disaster-stricken area of Kurashiki
City, Okayama Prefecture in July, 2018, aiming to improve the living conditions in
the shelter.

Mr. Ban has been helping shelters around the world achieve better living condi-
tions for more than 20 years, saying "Privacy is one of our fundamental human
rights.”

When used properly, partitions create a sense of privacy and concentration, and
have the potential to variously change the space in which we live.

22 Japan's lifestyle culture and sense of aesthetics

In the Heian period, people found a unique sense of aesthetics in the ambiva-
lence and transitory nature of panels and folding screens that both separate and
unify a large space.

They furnished their houses according to the seasons, and created their own
space for every ceremonial occasion.

Our ability to arrange space like a work of installation may perhaps have been
born out of this Heian sense of aesthetics and cultivated in our collective
consciousness since.

2% Make our workplaces less stressful

Women now have more opportunities in the business scene, but they are losing
the sense of who they are due to work-related stress.

A survey of working women on office environment found that 93.9% of women
believe that their office environment has an impact on their motivation to work,
with 48.3% of them saying that the effect is very significant.

Source: "A survey of working women on office environment," Watabe Wedding &
Nikkei Woman Online

a2 Jibun (My) Address

Aiming to restore everyone's "my own self" in

non-territorial office environment, we developed "Jibun (My) Address," a mini-
malistic portable partition that you can use on your desk that you share with
your colleagues to create a separate space of your own.

This partition came into being out of our wish to create "my own space and
time."

a= What's Majikiri?

A partition. The partitioning or dividing of an interior or an individual room into
separate spaces, allowing for tremendous usage flexibility or concentration.

In Japanese traditional architecture movable partitions are common, and can be
made of wood.

This partition came into being out of our wish to create "my own space and
time.”
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